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Build a Backyard Compost Bin
Good compost needs the right mix — not just any scraps will do

Name: Date:

A healthy bin needs two kinds of material: browns (dry, carbon-rich stuff) and greens (fresh, nitrogen-rich stuff). Sort the items below, then use what you
learned to label the bin.

dry leaves banana peel twigs coffee grounds cardboard

grass clippings shredded paper apple core straw carrot scraps

Browns Greens

Write B (browns) or G (greens) in each
layer

Now build it!
Layer it. Start with a browns layer at the bottom for drainage, then alternate browns and greens as you add
material.

Add water. The mix should feel about as damp as a wrung-out sponge — not soggy, not bone-dry.

Leave room for air. Decomposers need to breathe too — turning the mix every so often keeps air moving
through.

DID YOU KNOW?   A good rule of thumb is about 2–3 parts browns for every 1 part greens. Too many greens and a bin can turn slimy and smelly; too many
browns and it barely breaks down at all.
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